€€ The Bays & Girls Club

of Sanea Cruz is one of

the best kept seerets in
Sanra Cruz,” says Julie
Penniman, Development
Drectar of the Boys &
Girls Club of Santa Cruz,
The Boys & Girls Club of
Santa Cruz s locared in
dewnrown Santa Cruz on
the corner of Lincoln and Cenrer Streeet, The
Cluly has gone through many changes in the
past few years. Seme of which include extend-
ed hours, 7:30am to G:00pm during school
halidays and summer vacation. The Club s
abso open to six and seven vear olds. The cost
of a yearly membership remains 515 per yeir,
The cost s kept bow so we can sty e 1o our
mission, "o enable all
young people, cspecially
those who need us most, 1o
reach their full potenceal as
productive, caring, respen-
sibile citieens.”

The Boys & Girls Cluh
of Santa Cruz is part of the
national Boys & Girls Club
of America  organizacion
which has been in existence
for owver 100 years. Bovs &
Girls Club of America has
made a difference in the
lives of many well known
actors: policicians, and ach-
letes, Among those who
give credin o Boys 8 Girls
Club making a difference in
their formative years are
Michag! |ordan, Brad Picc.
Bill  Coshy,  former
Pregident  Bill  Clincon,
Jackie Jovner-Kerses,
Martin ~ Sheen,  Nedl
Dhamond  and  Deneel
Washinpron. The local dub
just aﬁchmtcd its 4lth
anniversary, As part of the celehration, mem-
bers and friends have decorated riles ar
Petroglyph which bring new color o the our
side ol the Cluh.

Many of the Boys & Girls Club members
attend schools, which ave within walking dis-
tance, bur others need o be dropped off by
parents, At only §15 for an annual member-
ship, parents are beginning o see what a great
resource Boys & Girls Club is in these eoo-
nomically challenging times.

“We are often thought of as just for disad-
vantaged kids, but we have kids from all
socialicconomical backprounds,” savs Julie. It's
not just about inexpensive childere, The club
offers grear prograrms!

Every day about 90 kids gacher in the gym
fiar an assembly 1o hear what special events are
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affered that day as well as up-coming events,
They are divided by age groups and chen rotate
between a homework room, computer kb, cre-
arive arts center, music mom, the gym, game
e and swimming pool. Each program area
is stafted with a full tme, yourh development
professional, For a nominal addidonal fee kids
can also take lessons in swimming, larate,

piano, guitar, drum, drama, or choir

The Club has recognized the importance of
creating separate space for the een members.
The once board room has been converred into
a reen room for members 12 and up, The teens
plaved an integral pare in designing their own
room, with couches, video games, a big screen
TV and a disco ball. Teen-specific field trips
are alse offered by che club. For ceenagers there
is also a recording studio where chey can create
their awn sound using music editing software
and sound mixing three Fridays out of the
manth, Boys & Girs Club hosts Teen Mighe
A swim night, and 3-0n-3 basketball, are
examples of recent Teen Might aceivities.
Joseph (14) who has been a Boys & Girls Club
member for three years brigs that be bas only
missed ome Teen Might. Gabby (13) has been a
member since she was 8, She appreciaces hay-

ing access o the instru-
menes and teok advan-
tage of deum lessons.
Bath studencs of Mission
Hill Midedle School, say
they come almost every
day and love it becanse a
lot of ther friends also
bang our there, Plus chey
really  like the 'sta&.
“Crreyson’s the coolest,” they claim.

The Boys & Girls Chub of Santa Cruz is well
staffed with four full-rime administrative peo-
ple, five full-time and eight parc-time program
staff, anel 25 volunteers: All staff and volun-
teers have been cleared toowork with children
through backgronnd checks, All go through an
oricntation to be sure that they understand
their job and are 2 good
match, Many of the val-
unteers gre in UOSCy
Community Studics pro-
gram, Area  [hrector,
Grerchen  Lonpgy  has
worked for Boys 8¢ Girls
Clubs for 15 vears and
las been at the local clab
for the last year and a
hall, “%hat 1 like best is
seeing the kids develop
and take on leadership,”
says Gretchen,

Safery is also main-
rained through the use of
the kids' membership
cards. When members
arrive their membership
card is scanned. To is
again scanned when they
rotite  imtoo  various
reams. [ isseanned once
mere when the children
leave,

On the last Friday
night of the month, Boys
#z Girls Chub hosts a Family Night with events
like “Are You Smarter Than a Club member”
where parents compere apainst children or
“Tie-Diye Night” when cveryone gets 1o make
their own tie dye shires while listening 1o
Reggae music,

The cub offers tours daily and welcomes
everyone o step foot in the Club and see what
yourte missing, For more information check
out their website at www.baysandgielsclub.info
or call 831 4233138 exr. 22,
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Linda Kay, mother of four, lives in Felton with
ber Fnesband and neo youngest children. She
bas worked woith GUESC for nine years as an
ael vepresentative and occasional writen



